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inhibitory  process”,  analyzes  the  causes  of  terrorist
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In  the  beginning  of  the  new year,  France  broke  out  a
terrorist  attack  which  shocked  the  world.  A  group  of
terrorists broke into the headquarter of French satirical
comic magazine Charlie Hebdo in Paris, shot to ordinary
people  and  caused  12  deaths.  This  tragedy  is  only  a
microcosm of the terrorist “cancer” affecting international
communities and people in recent years, so terrorist crime
brings about  great  threats  and enormous challenges to
international social stability and people’s lives. Therefore,
analyzing  the  causes  of  terrorist  crimes  from  the
perspective of criminal psychology is imperative.
 
1. DEFINITION OF TERRORISM
The prototype of terrorism can be traced back to several
thousand  years  ago  in  ancient  civilizations  such  as














among  ideologies,  values  and  interests,  the  judgment
standard is different. Some terrorism experts and scholars
have  made  definitions  with  certain  international
influences, such as the famous anti-terrorism expert Brian
Jenkins  in  American  Rand  Corporation  holds  that
terrorism is “the behavior to use or threat to use violence
to bring about political change”. Many governments have
also  made  definitions  of  terrorism.  The  British  Anti-
Terrorism  Law  defines  terrorism as  “due  to  political,
religious  or  ideological  reasons,  in  order  to  exert
influences on government, intimidate the public or some










severe  violence  against  individuals,  causing  serious
property  damages  or  posing  a  serious  threat  to  public
health  or  safety”  (China  Institute  of  Contemporary
International  Relations,  2002).  Although  many





should  include  the  following  elements:  (a)  Due  to
political,  ethnic  or  religious  purposes;  (b)  Use
premeditated, organized and sudden force or violence; (c)
There  are  direct  victims  and  indirect  victims.  Direct
victims are usually civilians or the symbolic sign of social
norms,  and  indirect  victims  are  the  real  objects  to  be
expected to affect;  (d)  Create an atmosphere of  terror,
trigger panic psychology, especially create extreme fears
among  ordinary  people.  The  perspective  of  criminal
psychology  focuses  on  describing  and  explaining  the
formation, function, characteristics and laws of individual
psychological  factors  leading  to  crime,  namely  what
factors  make  a  person  become a  terrorist  to  carry  out
terrorist atrocities.
 
2.  BREEDING  SOIL  OF  TERRORIST
CRIME





















bring  huge  damages  to  their  enemies,  produce  fear,
anxiety,  and  then  reach  their  purpose  of  national
liberation.  They  themselves  will  also  be  treated  as
national  heroes  in  the  nation  (Ganor,  2005,  pp.5-11).
Struggle for national independence can be divided into








countries,  due  to  strength  disparity,  taking  terrorist
activities  to  exert  pressures  on  colonial  countries  is  a
reluctant  but valid means.  Meanwhile,  due to political
pattern  changes  and  fights  for  interests,  hegemonism
represented by the United States and former Soviet Union
continued to intervene the national liberation movements
of  other  countries  and  regions,   leading  to  the
intertwinement  of  nationalism,  colonialism  and
hegemonism, so the problems were more complex and
contradictions became more prominent. In the national














terrorist  activities.  In  a  multi-ethnic  country,  the
nationality advocating splitting and independence is often
the weak minority, and because of injustice and illegality
of  their  political  pursuit,  they  could  not  achieve  their
goals  by  means  of  war  or  peace,  so  they  expanded
international  influences  to  draw  public  concerns,
produced  panic  to  other  domestic  nationalities  to  win
international  sympathy  and  support,  or  even  obtained
international intervention to force the government to make
concessions on their ultimate goals. Terrorism can only be
their  effective  and  indispensable  means  (Hu,  2011,
pp.103-104).
2.2  Extreme Religious Soil for Mind Control
Although the doctrines of the three largest religions in the





activities  was  induced  by  the  fanaticism of  emerging
religious sects or worshiping groups (mainly heresies),
which are not religious organizations but with obvious
religious  fanaticism  or  making  activities  under  the







terrorism.  At  present,  the  terrorism  crimes  of  this
terrorism are more and more rampant, which have become
the main forms of the current terrorism crimes. Extreme
religious  terrorism  is  divided  into  two  subclasses:
Religious fundamentalism terrorist activity with obvious




every  deve lopment   i s   the  b lasphemy   to   the
fundamentalism.  And  they  want   to  defend  the
fundamentalism by the way of weeding out heretics, such














continuous  deepening  relation  between  terrorist
organization  and  individual,  individual  consciousness
would be occupied by group consciousness,  and there
would be greater probability for general legal norms and
moral  request  to  be refused.  However,  they only have
great  sense  of  identity  to  the  thought  of  terrorist
organization (Combs, 2000, p.58). Finally, not all people
with  distorted  cognition  would  become  terrorists  and
execute terrorist activities. And only when maintain the





2.3  Political-Social Soil of Rights and Interests
Inequity
Quite a number of  researchers hope to find sources in
political-social  factors  of  rights  and  interests  unfair
distribution,  such  as  political  oppression,  poverty,
education  lacking  and so  on,  it  is  unable  to  deny that
many  terrorists  are  absolute  poor  people  (Hu,  2011,
pp.42-43),  but  it’s  very  difficult  for  them  to  adjust
imbalance  in  mood  caused  by  survival  rights  damage
through their own efforts due to particularity in status of




between resource  possessor,  interest  getters  and these
kinds  of  vulnerable  groups,  the  sense  of  relative
deprivation has reinforcing effect on imbalance in mood;
then,  the  objective  disadvantage  conditions  (lack  of
abilities and opportunities) of the weak also make them






production  of  weak  to  external  social  reasons,  the
resentment and dissatisfaction on government, society and






3. MENTAL MECHANISM OF INDIVIDUAL
TRANSMUTATION
According  to  Anomie  Theory,  crime  is  the  result  of
eternally inflating of individual desires and demands and
meeting the demands with modes which are not conform




3.1   Personal  Features  Which  Are  Good  for
Crime
Scholars  at  home  and  abroad  reach  a  consensus  on
personality research of terrorists basically: terrorists are
not  psychopathic  personality  people,  and  there  is  not
much difference between them and ordinary people in
personality  (Zhao,  2007).  At  the  same time,  although
terrorists  have  different  classifications,  their  nation,
religion  and  culture  are  also  different,  and  they  have
common  features  in  demography.  In  aspect  of  age




idealist  and  radical  relatively,  they  don’t  receive
socialized  education  completely  and  their  discontent






many  terrorists  change  taking  part   in  terrorist
organizations into a kind of mode to improve their poor









certain  education  as  terrorists  also  form  advantage
conditions for implementing terrorism crime indeed.




models  which  make  explanations  on  it.  Among  them,
Moghaddam compared the process of a man taking part in
terrorist organization and implementing terrorism crime
as  the  process  of  climbing  stairs  (see  Figure  1)
(Moghaddam, 2007, pp.69-80).
Firstly, the bottom of the stairs model is talk about the
influence  of  material  conditions  on  people.  It  is  not
necessarily  that  good  or  bad  individual  material












responsibilities  to  the  government  and  society,  which
assuredly make them experience setbacks. However, the
sources of setbacks are too strong, and they have to turn
the objects  of  attack to  the common people.  But  most
people only implement the displaced attack in words, only




members  to  believe  that  what  they  have  done  were
ethical, and there were righteous struggles for ideas, they
were the “martyrs” for belief. And however, the opposite
government  and  society  and  so  on  are  the  immoral




when  a  person  enters  this  layer  and  takes  part  in  the
secretive agency of the terrorist organization, their actions







4 .  R A T I O N A L  M E C H A N I S M  O F
INHIBITORY PROCESS
Terrorist crime is completely anti-human and anti-ethics
atrocity,  according to  descriptions  of  stair  model,  and
terrorists receive the function of psychological prevention
mechanism before  they  implement  criminal  atrocities
(super-ego), however, it is evaded by inhibition, Albert











behaviors  of  crime  and  murder,  treat  themselves  as

















euphemistic  appellation.  Terrorists  may  shield  some
vocabularies which are not conform to cognition out of
consciousness due to that they don’t think they violate the
morality,  for  example,  they  call  themselves  “freedom
fighters”  and  so  on,  and  they  call  killing  people  as
“consuming enemies”, the moral mark stuck to terrorist
crime  is  cleaned  up  through  these  euphemistic
appellations.  The  fourth  is  responsibility  transfer  and
expansion. Under the function of responsibility transfer
mechanism,  terrorists  realize  responsibility  transfer
through affirming that they only execute superior orders
unilaterally, condemning social political system, factors
of  specified  contexts  and  so  on,  in  another  words,
responsibilities of occurrence of terrorism are not rested
with  them.  The  fifth  is  wrong  recognitions  on
consequences. The wrong recognitions on consequences






as  them  in  order  to  explain  that  they  are  sure  of  the
rationalization  of  their  criminal  behaviors  in  mental
(Kang, Wang, & Feng, 1995). The seventh is blame and
attribution.  Terrorists  often attribute  terrorist  crime to



















evolution”  and  “rational  mechanism  of  inhibitory
process” is a new attempt (as shown in Figure 3). Among
them, nationalist soil in pursuit of independence, extreme
religious  soil  for  mind control,  political-social  soil  of
rights and interests inequity makes up the evil soil which
breeds terrorist crime; some personal features and stair
models  present  the  psychological  mechanism  that
ordinary  people  are  transformed  into  terrorists  and
implement  terrorist  crime  finally;  at  the  same  time,
psychological prevention mechanism (super-ego) before
terrorist  crime  can  be  inhibited  successfully  through
rational mechanism of moral justification, comparison on









specific  incarceration  policies  and  detention  policies,
supervising media and implementing repression and blow
with  military  or  police  and other  armed forces  (Silke,
2011,  p.3).  However,  no  matter  the  terrorism  crimes
 
Figure 2
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caused by national  religious factors  or  political  social
contradictions, and the meeting conflict of interest and
suffered  unfair  situation,  all  of  them  give  us  the
enlightenments: the potential unfair problems should be
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Figure 3
Causes of Terrorist Crime
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